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I 

 

This case involved a young person leaving care and the assistance of legal aid lawyers was vital to 

prepare his appeal against refusal of support. 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

I arrived in the UK when he was 15, with his brother who was a year younger.  They claimed asylum 

and were accommodated by social services as unaccompanied minors.  

 

Aged sixteen, I was abducted by a criminal gang and taken to another city in the UK.  Approximately 

one year later he managed to escape.  He went back to social services and reported what had happened 

to him to the police.  Social services accommodated him again, near but not with his brother, and he 

was given a year’s leave to remain.  He failed to apply to extend this before it expired.  had been 

refused section 95 support under section 55 of the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002, as 

the UK Border Agency considered that she had not claimed asylum as soon as reasonably practicable. 

A voluntary organisation referred her to legal aid lawyers for specialist advice about judicially 

reviewing this decision; there is no right of appeal attached to a section 55 decision. The lawyers were 

instructed under the Legal Help Scheme. They sent a letter before claim to the UK Border Agency 

threatening judicial review. Following this, the UK Border Agency reconsidered their decision in Z’s 

favour and granted her section 95 support.  

 

In 2007 I submitted an application for indefinite leave to remain. It is still pending.  When I turned 21, 

social services indicated that they would no longer support him as he is no longer eligible for leaving 

care support. 

 

Legal aid lawyers applied for section 4 support.  The UK Border Agency refused the application 

because they were not satisfied that I was destitute.  Legal aid lawyers assisted him to prepare his 

appeal, providing grounds of appeal, witness statements, and legal pleadings as well as explaining the 

procedure at appeal to him. His appeal was successful 
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